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CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 2932 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, CASC, ES 
SUBJECT:WARNING TO U.S. PRIESTS 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 2404 

1 . ANOTHER TWO AMERICAN PRIESTS APPEAR TO BE IN TROUBLE WITH THE 
GOES FOR ALLEGEDLY BECOMING INVOLVED IN DOMESTIC POLITICS. 

THE TWO, FATHER JOHN K. HALBERT AND FATHER RON MICHEL, WORK IN 
SANTA ANA WITH URBAN POOR PARISHES. 

2. THE PRIESTS RECEIVED A SUMMONS ON JUNE 17 (FRIDAY) TO REPORT 
TO IMMIGRATION FIRST THING MONDAY MORNING. WHEN THEY DID THEY 
SPOKE TO IMMIGRATION DIRECTOR COL. SANTIVANEZ, WHO READ THEM 
AN OFFICIAL WARNING TO CEASE ANY QTE SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES UNQTE 
THEY MIGHT BE INVOLVED IN. SANTIVANEZ GAVE NO DETAILS BEYOND 
CITING THE SOURCE OF HIS INFORMATION AS A GOVERNMENT QTE SECURITY 
SERVICE UNQTE. 

3. THE PRIESTS WERE ASKED TO SIGN A PAPER ACKNOWLEDGING THE 
WARNING. THEY REFUSED TO DO SO SINCE THEY BELIEVED THE 
DOCUMENT'S LANGUAGE IMPLIED ADMISSION OF GUILT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SAN SA 02932 221939Z 


4. COMMENT. THE PRIESTS AND THEIR WORK IN SANTA ANA ARE 
WELL AND FAVORABLY KNOWN TO THE EMBASSY. AN EMBASSY 
CONTACT WAS SHOWN THE CONFIDENTIAL IMMIGRATION FILE. HE 
IDENTIFIED THE SOURCE OF THE COMPLAINT AGAINST THE PRIESTS 
AS AN ANSESAL (SECRET SERVICE) DENUNCIATION OF THEIR QTE 
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES UNQTE. THE ANSESAL REPORT WAS 
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SAID TO DEMAND THE PRIESTS' EXPULSION FROM THE COUNTRY. 

THE FORMAL CALL-IN BY SANTIVANEZ IS PROBABLY THE OPENING 
MOVE IN THE PROCESS AND THIS QTE FIRST AND LAST WARNING UNQTE 
PLOY HAS BEEN USED IN PREVIOUS EXPULSIONS FOR POLITICAL 
REASONS. THE PRIESTS' REFUSAL TO SIGN COL. SANTIVANEZ PAPER 
DID NOT ENHANCE THEIR CHANCES. 

LUBENSKY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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